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1. [bookmark: _Toc74728107]General
[bookmark: _Toc74728108]1.1 What are the types of Announcement Form?
The Exchange will introduce the following e-Form for debt securities issuers to make announcements through HKEXnews website:
I. Announcement Form relating to interest payment:
· Interest Payment Announcement Form (EF006)

[bookmark: _Toc74728109]1.2 Why do we introduce this e-Form?
The Announcement Form is introduced with the following aims:
· to standardise the presentation of routine information and allow for easier comparison by investors between debt securities issuers;
· to reduce the risk of manual input error through the use of data validation in the e-Form; and
· to assist the Exchange in collecting and analysing data more efficiently.

[bookmark: _Toc74728110]1.3 When is the implementation date of the Announcement Form? 
The Announcement Form will be available for download and submission at the e-Submission System (ESS) from 18:00 on 11 July 2021.   

[bookmark: _Toc74728111]1.4 Will there be any transitional arrangement?
Announcement Forms
There is a transitional period for Announcement Form from 11 July 2021 to 5 September 2021. During the transitional period, debt securities issuers are encouraged to publish Announcement Form for any interest payment and any updates or cancellation of such interest payment. With effect from 6 September 2021, debt securities issuers should use Announcement Form to announce all interest payment.
Please also note that debt securities issuers should use Announcement Form to disclose any updates or cancellation of their interest payment initially announced using Announcement Form. Otherwise, debt securities issuers should use the existing announcement format to publish the update or amendment.


[bookmark: _Toc74728112]1.5 If debt securities issuers have any enquiries about the new e-Form, who should they contact?
Debt securities issuers may contact the Exchange’s officers through the following channels:
	Enquiries relating to

	Contact

	· Matters relating to Announcement Form (e.g. how to fill in the Announcement Form, meaning of error message, etc.)
	For Announcement Form
Post trade
at (+852) 2211 5780 or email at HKSCCN_CAMS@HKEX.COM.HK


	· ESS user administration and general submission procedures

	ESS Hotline
at (+852) 2840 3460 or email at ESSHotline@hkex.com.hk 




[bookmark: _Toc73608144][bookmark: _Toc73612494][bookmark: _Toc73612652][bookmark: _Toc73623372][bookmark: _Toc73623504][bookmark: _Toc73632120][bookmark: _Toc73632255][bookmark: _Toc74728113]1.6 In what circumstances should debt securities issuers publish Announcement Form?
Debt securities issuers should publish Announcement Form to announce all new interest payment.

Debt securities issuers should also publish Announcement Form for any subsequent update, amendment or cancellation of the interest payment initially announced using Announcement Form, for example:
· Update on the administrative arrangements (e.g. interest rate, payment date etc.) 
· Cancellation or withdrawal of interest payment either by decision of the debt securities issuers’ management or if voted down by shareholders

[bookmark: _Toc74728114]1.7 If the information of a relevant corporate action (e.g. interest payment) has already been disclosed by a debt securities issuer in the results or other announcements, does it need to publish any Announcement Form?
Yes, the debt securities issuer is required to publish Announcement Form for any interest payment, irrelevant of whether the same information has already been covered in the results announcements or other announcements.
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2. [bookmark: _Toc73612538][bookmark: _Toc73612696][bookmark: _Toc73623416][bookmark: _Toc73623548][bookmark: _Toc73632164][bookmark: _Toc73632299][bookmark: _Toc73606528][bookmark: _Toc73606730][bookmark: _Toc73608154][bookmark: _Toc73612539][bookmark: _Toc73612697][bookmark: _Toc73623417][bookmark: _Toc73623549][bookmark: _Toc73632165][bookmark: _Toc73632300][bookmark: _Toc73606529][bookmark: _Toc73606731][bookmark: _Toc73608155][bookmark: _Toc73612540][bookmark: _Toc73612698][bookmark: _Toc73623418][bookmark: _Toc73623550][bookmark: _Toc73632166][bookmark: _Toc73632301][bookmark: _Toc73606530][bookmark: _Toc73606732][bookmark: _Toc73608156][bookmark: _Toc73612541][bookmark: _Toc73612699][bookmark: _Toc73623419][bookmark: _Toc73623551][bookmark: _Toc73632167][bookmark: _Toc73632302][bookmark: _Toc73606531][bookmark: _Toc73606733][bookmark: _Toc73608157][bookmark: _Toc73612542][bookmark: _Toc73612700][bookmark: _Toc73623420][bookmark: _Toc73623552][bookmark: _Toc73632168][bookmark: _Toc73632303][bookmark: _Toc73606532][bookmark: _Toc73606734][bookmark: _Toc73608158][bookmark: _Toc73612543][bookmark: _Toc73612701][bookmark: _Toc73623421][bookmark: _Toc73623553][bookmark: _Toc73632169][bookmark: _Toc73632304][bookmark: _Toc73606562][bookmark: _Toc73606764][bookmark: _Toc73608188][bookmark: _Toc73612573][bookmark: _Toc73612731][bookmark: _Toc73623451][bookmark: _Toc73623583][bookmark: _Toc73632199][bookmark: _Toc73632334][bookmark: _Toc73606563][bookmark: _Toc73606765][bookmark: _Toc73608189][bookmark: _Toc73612574][bookmark: _Toc73612732][bookmark: _Toc73623452][bookmark: _Toc73623584][bookmark: _Toc73632200][bookmark: _Toc73632335][bookmark: _Toc73606564][bookmark: _Toc73606766][bookmark: _Toc73608190][bookmark: _Toc73612575][bookmark: _Toc73612733][bookmark: _Toc73623453][bookmark: _Toc73623585][bookmark: _Toc73632201][bookmark: _Toc73632336][bookmark: _Toc73606565][bookmark: _Toc73606767][bookmark: _Toc73608191][bookmark: _Toc73612576][bookmark: _Toc73612734][bookmark: _Toc73623454][bookmark: _Toc73623586][bookmark: _Toc73632202][bookmark: _Toc73632337][bookmark: _Toc73606566][bookmark: _Toc73606768][bookmark: _Toc73608192][bookmark: _Toc73612577][bookmark: _Toc73612735][bookmark: _Toc73623455][bookmark: _Toc73623587][bookmark: _Toc73632203][bookmark: _Toc73632338][bookmark: _Toc73606567][bookmark: _Toc73606769][bookmark: _Toc73608193][bookmark: _Toc73612578][bookmark: _Toc73612736][bookmark: _Toc73623456][bookmark: _Toc73623588][bookmark: _Toc73632204][bookmark: _Toc73632339][bookmark: _Toc73606568][bookmark: _Toc73606770][bookmark: _Toc73608194][bookmark: _Toc73612579][bookmark: _Toc73612737][bookmark: _Toc73623457][bookmark: _Toc73623589][bookmark: _Toc73632205][bookmark: _Toc73632340][bookmark: _Toc74728115]ESS Submission flow and points to note
3. Upload the e-Form, select its Form Type, Previous Related Submission and/or upload additional documents
1. Login into ESS as Publication Related Matters user
 5. Document published on HKEXnews website 
4. Approve the publication
2. Fill in submission details and select headline category





[bookmark: _Toc74728116]2.1 What type of user account that debt securities issuers should use to login into ESS for the publication of Announcement Form?
Similar to the existing publication procedure, debt securities issuers should login into ESS as a “Publication Related Matters” user in order to submit and publish Announcement Form. 

1. Login into ESS as Publication Related Matters user
4. Approve the publication
2. Fill in submission details and select headline category
3. Upload the e-Form, select its Form Type, Previous Related Submission and/or upload additional documents
 5. Document published on HKEXnews website 





[bookmark: _Toc74728117]2.2 Which headlines should be selected for publication of Announcement Form?
Debt securities issuers can only submit Announcement Form with the selection of the below designated headlines (Note):
Announcement Form
	Form Type
	Tier 1 headline 
	Tier 2 headline 

	Interest Payment Announcement Form (EF006)
	Debt and Structured Products
	Interest Payment (Announcement Form) – Debt Securities



Note: Debt securities issuers are not allowed to select additional headlines or make subsequent change on the selected headline after publication of the Announcement Form.



1. Login into ESS as Publication Related Matters user
4. Approve the publication
2. Fill in submission details and select headline category
3. Upload the e-Form, select its Form Type, Previous Related Submission and/or upload additional documents
 5. Document published on HKEXnews website 





[bookmark: _Toc74728118]2.3 Are debt securities issuers required to upload the English and Chinese versions of the Announcement Form separately?
The Announcement Form contain both English and Chinese versions. Debt securities issuers are only required to upload one duly completed Announcement Form, and ESS will then separately publish the corresponding English and Chinese versions on the HKEXnews website. This is different from the existing publication procedure where debt securities issuers have to submit the English and Chinese version of documents separately.

[bookmark: _Toc74728119]2.4 Are debt securities issuers allowed to submit other format of document if they select the headlines for Announcement Form?
ESS will check the submitted document against the selected form type, and will only process the document with correct format. However, debt securities issuers could submit additional documents as supplemental disclosure (see Section 2.6 of this FAQ).


[bookmark: _Toc74728120]2.5 What should debt securities issuers do if there is an error message appears on ESS about the form version (e.g. “You are using an old Announcement Form version”) during submission? 
ESS will only accept and publish Announcement Forms of the latest version. Debt securities issuers can check the version number on the bottom right corner of their forms and download the latest version of these forms in ESS or the HKEX website (https://www.hkex.com.hk/Listing/Rules-and-Guidance/eForm-Corner?sc_lang=en).



[bookmark: _Toc74728121]2.6 What should debt securities issuers do if they wish to supplement any information on the Announcement Form?
Debt securities issuers can upload additional documents together with the Announcement Form. When the additional documents are submitted with the Announcement Form, it will be displayed on the HKEXnews website as a multi-files document format: 

Announcement Form
 [image: ] 

[image: ]
1. Login into ESS as Publication Related Matters user
4. Approve the publication
2. Fill in submission details and select headline category
3. Upload the e-Form, select its Form Type, Previous Related Submission and/or upload additional documents
 5. Document published on HKEXnews website 







[bookmark: _Toc74728122]2.7 How will the Announcement Form look like after they are published on the HKEXnews website?
The Announcement Form published on the HKEXnews website will be in a read-only PDF file format which is not editable. Please see below sample file:




[bookmark: _Toc74728123]2.8 Are debt securities issuers required to publish the Announcement Forms on their own website?
Yes, debt securities issuers can download the read-only files from the HKEXnews website for publication on their own websites.

3. [bookmark: _Toc74728124]Sample scenario
[bookmark: _Toc74728125]3.1 What are the sample scenarios for different type of debt securities issuers to publish Announcement Form?
[bookmark: _Toc70520610]
[bookmark: _Toc74728126]Scenario 1: Interest payment by a debt securities issuer

	Timetable
	Description

	Day 1
	The debt securities issuer publishes its interest rate which quarterly interest will be paid. Interest calculation and payment arrangement are also included.




Day 1
The debt securities issuer should submit one Announcement Form in HKEXnews simultaneously:
(i) For the interest payment: Interest Payment Announcement Form choosing “Interest Payment (Announcement Form) – Debt Securities” as its headline. Please refer to the below sample of Announcement Form published on this stage:


Note 1: The debt securities issuers should select “New announcement” as the status as it is a new interest payment.


4. [bookmark: _Toc74155778][bookmark: _Toc74235693][bookmark: _Toc74236403][bookmark: _Toc74237210][bookmark: _Toc74255066][bookmark: _Toc74256370][bookmark: _Toc74314702][bookmark: _Toc74315705][bookmark: _Toc74155785][bookmark: _Toc74235700][bookmark: _Toc74236410][bookmark: _Toc74237217][bookmark: _Toc74255073][bookmark: _Toc74256377][bookmark: _Toc74314709][bookmark: _Toc74315712][bookmark: _Toc74155786][bookmark: _Toc74235701][bookmark: _Toc74236411][bookmark: _Toc74237218][bookmark: _Toc74255074][bookmark: _Toc74256378][bookmark: _Toc74314710][bookmark: _Toc74315713][bookmark: _Toc74155789][bookmark: _Toc74235704][bookmark: _Toc74236414][bookmark: _Toc74237221][bookmark: _Toc74255077][bookmark: _Toc74256381][bookmark: _Toc74314713][bookmark: _Toc74315716][bookmark: _Toc74155790][bookmark: _Toc74235705][bookmark: _Toc74236415][bookmark: _Toc74237222][bookmark: _Toc74255078][bookmark: _Toc74256382][bookmark: _Toc74314714][bookmark: _Toc74315717][bookmark: _Toc72743606][bookmark: _Toc73452874][bookmark: _Toc73452914][bookmark: _Toc72743607][bookmark: _Toc73452875][bookmark: _Toc73452915][bookmark: _Toc74728127]Exception scenario handling 
[bookmark: _Toc74728128]4.1 What should a debt securities issuer do if it notes certain incorrect contents (e.g. wrong “status” or incorrect payment date) in a previously published Announcement Form?

Note: Please note that debt securities issuer needs to cancel the Announcement Form with wrongly selected “status” field. Please refer to Section 4.2 of this FAQ for the cancellation procedures.

Announcement Form
(i) The debt securities issuer should publish a new Announcement Form with the revised content, choose “Update to previous announcement” in the “status” field and provide the reason for the update / withdraw.
[image: ]
(ii) When the debt securities issuer submits the new Announcement Form through ESS, it should select the previously published Announcement Form that it wishes to update or amend.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc74728129]4.2 What should a debt securities issuer do in the following circumstances?
· It has wrongly selected the “status” field of a published Announcement Form;
· It has submitted duplicated copies of an Announcement Form which resulted in two identical publications on the HKEXnews website; or
· It has submitted a wrong Announcement Form which should not have been published.

1. The debt securities issuer should make a written request by email to HKEX (ESSHotline@hkex.com.hk) to cancel the wrong/ duplicated Announcement Form. The debt securities issuer should provide the cancellation reasons (i.e. wrong “status” field or duplicated submission) and details of the wrong publication (e.g. Announcement Form published on dd/mm/yyyy at HH:MM) in the request email. 

2. The debt securities issuer should publish a new Announcement Form with correct information through ESS as appropriate.
Please note that HKEX will add a prefix (e.g. “Cancelled and Re-issued”, “Cancelled [Duplicate Copy]” or “Cancelled [Incorrect Submission]”) at the beginning of the headline of the cancelled publication and the contents of the cancelled publication will still be viewable on the HKEXnews website.

[bookmark: _Toc74728130]4.3 What should a debt securities issuer do if it notes that there is an error red box in the e-Form even all the mandatory fields are filled in?
The debt securities issuer needs to save and reopen the e-Form document. After that, it should be able to submit the e-Form as usual practice.


image1.png
HKEX newsi#E&5 e-Submission System Disclosure of Interests Online System FontSize 4 A % 8 A

LISTED COMPANY PUBLICATIONS HAREHOLDING DISCLOSURES NEW LISTINGS EXCHANGE REPORTS IA TESTING

Listed Company Publications

LATEST LISTED COMPANY INFORMATION

MAINBOARD  GEM

LISTED COMPANIES STRUCTURED PRODUCTS OTHERS (FUNDS, ETC) Disclaimer

7DAYS +/ Ann.&Notices / Circulars |/ Listing Documents /| Fin.Stats./ ESG Info. Monthly Returns  +/ Others

Stock Code Stock Short Name Document

13/05/202116:31 00296 HING LEE (HK) Announcements and Notices - [Dividend or Distribution (Announcement Form)]
Cash Dividend Announcement Form (First Submission) (Multi-Files)




image2.png
Cash Dividend Announcement Form (First Submission)

ABC Company (00396)

> Cash Dividend Anouncement Form (First Submission)
> Supporting Docvment




image3.emf
English  Sample.pdf


English Sample.pdf


2







22










image4.emf
Scenario.pdf


Scenario.pdf


Please wait... 
  
If this message is not eventually replaced by the proper contents of the document, your PDF 
viewer may not be able to display this type of document. 
  
You can upgrade to the latest version of Adobe Reader for Windows®, Mac, or Linux® by 
visiting  http://www.adobe.com/go/reader_download. 
  
For more assistance with Adobe Reader visit  http://www.adobe.com/go/acrreader. 
  
Windows is either a registered trademark or a trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. Mac is a trademark 
of Apple Inc., registered in the United States and other countries. Linux is the registered trademark of Linus Torvalds in the U.S. and other 
countries.






image5.png
Status

Update to previous announcement B

Reason for the update / withdraw

To amend the exchange rate




image6.png
HKE X e-Submission System

BEXBHAM The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited
(A wholly-owned subsidiary of Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited)

bm

Home

ation jon Management  Download Template  Profile

Welcome Kai Hing Sung | 13/05/2021 16:41

Submission for Publication - Announcement Form / e-Form Upload

* Denotes mandatory fields

* File(s) Upload No file chosen

* Form Type EF001 - Cash Dividend v
* Previous Related Submission PPRM-210513-00005 13/05/2021 16:31 Cash Dividend Announcement Form (First Submission) hd
Fiease Seiect
Not Applicable
Uploaded Announcement Form / e-Form Dividend Announcement Form (First Submission)

PRI-210512-00003 12/05/2021 1631 RG_B2_1.1 Eng

PRI-201224-00002 241212020 15:13 Warning Case’

PRI-201209-00060 09/12/2020 18:49 ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE CONSOLIDATED RESULTS FOR THE TWELVE-MONTH PERIOD ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2019

PRI-201209-00055 09/12/2020 18:46 ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE CONSOLIDATED RESULTS FOR THE TWELVE-MONTH PERIOD ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2019

PRIA-201209-00049 09/12/2020 18:30 ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE CONSOLIDATED RESULTS FOR THE TWELVE-MONTH PERIOD ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2019
Provious || Save || Next





