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Why Does Alibaba Choose Partnership?

An Efficiency Perspective on Dual-Class Share Structure

Abstract: Current debates about dual-class share structure mostly focus on managerial extraction
of shareholder wealth. However, this view not only neglects the efficiency motivation behind the
share structure choice, but also disregards related governance mechanisms designed to control
agency cost. In this paper, dual-class share structure is viewed as a decentralization approach,
through which shareholder and board grant majority voting rights (decision right essentially) to
management who have decision-relevant knowledge, so as to achieve a better matching between
decision rights and knowledge and then improve decision efficiency and quality. This
decentralization approach is determined by the type, distribution and transferring cost of the
knowledge, and is also affected by company’s external environment properties such as uncertainty
and competition. Meanwhile, in order to control the agency problem accompanied by
decentralization, company will establish alternative governance mechanisms to discipline
managerial opportunism. We analyze Alibaba’s partnership choice to illustrate these points. This
paper contributes to a deeper understanding of the cause and governance of dual-class share
structure, and a more comprehensive view on the relationship between dual-class share structure
and shareholder interests. It also provides insights for future research on ownership structure and
corporate governance, and provides references for the regulatory body to reexamine and reform the
one-share-one-vote rule.
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AEATEAALA - (3) SEBRAIERATEE LUEAE - U BN A AR M T = - B A
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BB E ] AR AR A VRS (SMPES ) BRAVGE - AL > HHITA
1T SEBRAIERE— RHIE > A F IR R S AR E HIE -

TR EAECE TR BTSRRI HIEK (talent knowledge ) » EEANAIEAVEREL - 55517
EAEE - AERE L BERA N R R T NS R A RS T P A an RS Y
BETIEANE T > DURSEHRa AR e R 2 - IRRIEE b > BHA IR R LRy i
FEFRAREIRE HEAL (Schumpeter, 1934 ) o KA KIGR& PR HUABIERY AT MEML - %
s i B AT - DIEEER 78 ARy B4 - NI SRR A 2 2 DU S 51 YRR
fERIEE ] - BRI IR A A

RA KA =REFTESRH - (1) KA MRS RS TN TR ES  EEZ 1
B, > 15 BRI AR S O o MRSRACE AR ] DU MBA S IR EE A E © B
1 SRHE AT RE LRI T 2URE © (2) RAAERATA I EE (A rHERD > E TEBA
TTEARRIRHERIE > SAERTIN B0 e A BT o [FRF - KA RIERAYA iR B e T ZEhIRE
SR N TSR B ETIRERR R RN ERTA RTBCE L A EE R85 (Schumpeter,
1934) - (3) P RA M - RAME S (ARFEMAMAIER) A redfg » m—KEE LY
FsEANTT > WRIMT < IMTAHRERE 1T - MEES Y (UNIES) BBt —0t%k
2 e B MEWRE AR A R ER O AUEEE - FRE 5 Bt -

B RERPE RGBS AT (local knowledge ) - ‘&J&— IR HMRHE IR FEIHIES (specific to
time and place ) FYERSIEAVENEE - HA“BEHIT A RES 2 EE - B - HHEEEE
SEWR B FEATARAI SR ~ HUE ~ EIRRE © 73 B0 ARt PR ARUAT 5 208 B I I R P B R
ZEOLER - BERESE o ASAERIEE > R UT RN - AR HERERA - H— &
AER - B IR T &S T E A SR ) - BUEREE AT - B
B - AV EEENFEERA R MHEE - K2 MUSE - SEEERT
ST IR - DEEELIP A > BAIRA G R - H = BEEE - BIEIIEA
B hrlges A ER > HE LA RS - BRER AR EEURGORE - HIU > BUEHH - €
B ATRE eI - SREREEA - 2T (EE8N - KIFHENA AEE SRR
AEEEE B (IR - BRI RIS RPHIRE - REF ORISR R R o LalEg
(&7 T [F RS ARG H 3 AR E L S R S A A -

FES R = HE0 0 © (1) MEEEBRAEA NITIMTZ 5 FESHIBE TR E A E
5 0 WIAES; - WITHORAEGAIE - B4 - J880HY CEO fEANTTHREA £ 2B H&E - H
SR a0 oy ERAC B AR B IS DL - (2) RS RIEA — B S E PR Ay &bl
BT~ $ETE o AEBRAIERAR A R A SRS - (3) RS HIERAY ARRA Z 2T MR
BB R E - L > ESMNIEREAT EE TRS  RbE S ARSI S LR -
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EICKIERE SRR R R 1 - ] UG IE— g - BHOMERK > S5 BB
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FRERE-RA R | (2) Mtk

(3) WITHZEIMT
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AR © DA AR LR IR VS EC Y [ Al B 02 /Y 28 /£ - Jensen and Meckling(11992)
SRR AR AR P B0 _E T S Rl R 1 R 8 Tl e - i A AR SR TR BB B g
] - BRETRIGR S R B E g 7 [y 7 RE LR B B2 - $2 AR RAPIRF B SRt A0y
BEWHESR - WASGH RAVHEIP R CEZH] - AFH - &%H)) EITHIRE > AR L
#9848 — P S 20 R A 1 e S P A 1

SHARIE A e A E e YRR RS R RIEREI A » L EE N BURE TR SRR
RENVEEARA > HILRE T2 HREE I NE N U o RIka Al SR EE S
FERIGRATIRAY ~ I3 R AR RA o E LR e R Ry (B AP » 28 Ce 3 DU AR
{EHERIA A = YRR - RER SRR T WA RIS (R (R ZEL IR AR st A (S5
) SERERHE TR SRR ~ IR A R & » (B G EE B R - S0 L S S R RAES -
PREU— 25 RERARE R AR D ARBRERAS - A RERE ST REAERERG EARYHE » INIE » bR 75 A
BRSBTS IR AL DA TORE SRS AR UCBC R IR R R o3 1 - A S RERY [RIIRG S B4 (R
> AR BARCRAVHERIE R, - A e F A AR

A E VAR STE VR SE E M - PSR ES |N » SO I MNBE A BB Y 75K - [FH -
HFSSEBS B BUE A N B R - SEEBFARIRIEE DUBHE > SUEFRISFHEE A - Nt - EEH
AT HEES XK HREE  BRREEHE S i 308 Bt tgAR
B

MHEHRERI ST TR A FlH - B SRR - A2 BRI AR B E & AR
KRB FESA R SRR EE SR AR ERSERER A - PEREL 7RI TH AR
BEFRRMTEUREREIRRK - SRR ER;  EHAVEE A ENTR > S ERIREN
TERREEA T RS EIE SR ACH A DU P B Y B BN AN A SRy 3R 0K R R BB E g Y 73 HE T
FHIET K » Ryl Do BT ARHIAREE A » A EIER A T — 2SR BRI AR AR B B I T
CIRRF IR S SRS 54 - BEE - EEGVERE - ERIRETSIATRS -

EE—ZHE - A EDEERHIHE S R ISR T HAEAEE - EREFIIASRE
PRI B (E AT R — B - ERAEIMT > BLVE RS LR BB - (HR SR
AV SR 1% el M SR RESE S NI BRI S o M2 A = B A
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EERHIATT o R ESERFIERAT AT 2 BRI » S AT N TR B mlAT « hAh - B
E AT - HEHEEZEILY NI ES EREA SR EREN (MAEEZHEBEAE) - &
oA BRI - EEGWIERNEEE SRR — B T ER ARV
FE (initiation) FITHE (implementation) - [ {REAAFRERIVEHLRE (ratification) AR
HATHIYESEHFE (monitoring) (Fama and Jensen, 1983 ) -

EEE R R R G - BB 2 RN R PR AL SR LAR AV ERED ~ & 5tAl - &
LT - BUNEIHIARE  EEAERAE T EREATTERM A ZEERLA - i
TN EA S BUR R o N E SR E R P B R B R R - A EERISGHE
R R FAAE LB AR i AR Y R SRR B & FARIRRAS B R A SR T B R A A0E
BV - (HofEEi R GHEE - E2HEENS - BE2EENRRE > At &%t
SEWEREL T — 25 EERRHIAOR DR RO » PR SR AT A ERERRAFEM A&
BN CEUTRER) ; [FERFERE &8 N ORERIRET BT - DURERBNITHER AR
AEE - fAh s REIGBEEES I ARUAFEESENEBNEHZEY » KEFEPEEH
HYE A RSRAV SR IR B B - (HEIEE G A EIE - HNEB NS A REAIANTT - |
HEHZEGHEM ANEERES - A LHEEFEIMBER -

FHELAT R, » R altaH R A4S & A2 28 iR BeRT B RV (R - SR =558 T RIsRAY A - 2 H. -
HIBRAVIAY ~ o S L EIRBCA MBI E T4 HERVARTS - B BRI HIH SR
(Z) EFBEE B resERE - isal
(1) BB REAIER « ORRE B AT UCThD

B EIIZ DR A D BB R AV E g Al sE A 2o B =g » 1Em A
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R E SRR AU A SR BT E R R T AR A A A SR R R SR THERY
B - MR —fEE RURAY O —E g A 5 R EIAE I A o AR SRAE - 77
REE G RS - FESE TV E IR R R FST - (H2 4 nTHR Bhmt A e S feg AR i
GEt e — A IR A s R T A BERAVAH SR TP =(0E 2
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BB Ee(E 2 15 DI E AR ) B — A IR AR - R E T S R RO R ) D — MR B 28
HE A RERHVARERTE = - T - BN SR R REAE RS IE i — TR 55~ Al H s A THYAE SR
o FMHEEE LB R ENE R E GRS BCRR—IH -

FeATEM - R REAE TS 2 P DA 35 2845 > VEE L T I AR T e DA HACGHE
B AT 2 ARAB A SCAYERERAEZS - TR0 5 » 1B —Uaaiy E 2R SRR AT RE R B AR
HIFIF - Bl e e g R R4S i e — R RURAY O RE T =0 B3R T A SRR B T g e A A 8%
(CHZRE R, ) AYUCHC - TEER & RIS IR AR ENT - $2m TR SRAVRCRFIRCR - AL
FTERA - EEHEHAIVRE MR - IR » 78 R KA 2 - A H]
LR A Y BE R [ R REAS 1 - 2 IR BGR — ¢

Hl : EEHERANRENBES - FIRRARA - AERTTREIRRAE B EER -

P AT R - 8 RalfiRen A Thels - MR E S L ME e AT E
HYHRFE HIGE - (e ERAERRE - BEZMEDEREAEA » BB G 48~ ENE— A
EE > HE AER R ARE A A LRI R AR - SO A R SRR S S
FEEENTT « HEN A B TN RO A - X5 [ > W BT 3E0 T R
U B EEUREHE TS CE e SRV ETT )OR S F 5 AV RAE (M EE -
EMEREDIMIES OMT) HENEESRREMEAERRE (N1T) FrEIRAVEIR - IF
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ERAHIFAKTE - HPEFRAIE ~ BB R A AR P A R - SR (R
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AR R eSS T~ SR A= (FIRFERE) (F—Ebie > IRt RESE
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SMNRRE R BUE BRI K - ERAE T EMTAS el RERR A/ MRV SE ] A ARG E K
FEATTEAR B ARTEB AR SR SRR - 111 REPRH A S « (H R385 mA R R M —
—HEEE A REFIERA S DAVRFERE > HAIHELAR SRR EAEGERE
FERY— R A FEIIES - HBCREE A BT AFNSEREEHE Bl —FEHVESRT R
HEPEHRE AR (RN AU RS THYECE - 1T - e i e e e RS R Y 7
FURFASRIERUR N T E G - 2R A 22 B SR B A VSR - HAS R A R E R
[ERE S A5 5 -

2 HEI A HIELEL

=

i 2y ) il N5 i)

e ([E M A (R ML)

bt

A

I?,f;l‘

R b = il 2 1k |

{18 1A% 8 A &

(2) HEEEEREAHE - BRG]

e g R M S5 R [ 2R T LABAEVAIER AV AR A » B E SR ME BRI 3R VSO 4 - (E R 7]
e it AR T AR R RE - WHer A ROt PR QB RA - (o RETEARRS RN SR » (R R aa A%
AT P LU AVRASE - [FIF - BREIEE S EH IS LT RHAEFTTERM - I
LIRS Er T A REH O B ERE A - B g A B R — 25 E I LU D
RIERE A (Jensen and Meckling, 1976 ) -

AT R FEERER T » 1A AR —(ERE i A s — = T R ErvaHsS I =
RIEE BN CCHZHERIVERES) MESHE - 52 aEEH 2 BFEEE R G  W
IO HIER B B - B (R (AR AR SR L PR I A PZe i (RFRRERE (Fama, 1980;
Famaand Jensen, 1983 ) - [Rlit » FAMTHIH - BESREE fGRFEGS RS (S B E AP IRE T S A0 A
SHEEETEEA B 5 T IR A AR D B ST (8 2 B0 PR A 2 AR B PR AR
2t FMHEREERZ

H2 : SRR A B REGERE - A EHEREUCE M A ER RS2 D B R -

P AR S R3] - $ERa — B TR - (M B EE S A\ HIEHRE
Y25 8 R A MR T AR > I SR i g e 2 E S g AR TSR
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W - BHE & B E 517 RS > AR E IS T ET R - 2 BEMSE] T Morck et
al. (1988 ) AVzE B S+ 1383 B B B e iEE 18 25% 17 [EI%fE (incentive alignment
effect) KiEEEHIZEAE (entrenchment effect) » A EEEFEEFEBRAL TSN - #% Gompers
etal. (2010) &4%at > FEEEfEMEER A TNWE BRI GREmME) U 40% (R
60% ) > 3= A ATEE T Morck et al. (1988) 25%ER FLEL o i3 Bk 2 fE I RELERE N\ B
ERREH A E LM A 2R VIR A8 H e B R SRR 25— - 2=
HEE > EHE B AR 16%/5 5 (H P EEE AR 8.9% ) » BE{UETE B & g iR 451
INE] 40%TFIEME - HI{ES Morck etal. (1988) 2591 JER %S o (HAN5E fE i & fi—EF
HEACEAE RS A EI T E A 2052 {BE7T (PEUE 2.95 {£3£75T) (Gompers et al.,
2010) » TP EE AT TG (B 68 48 1500 fE357T » sE AR SRS > FrA T 16%MH 4
SRAERTE AN E e C e DUREEE T -

B B2ELTEEE - WRELTEGFYI TEAEHERS - At rIsewis
FHFRN > HISEIEE SR E > EHEIVRAAE M E 2 BT - It > #F ]
DR Ry—TE AR R M I B (R B F @ %% /1 T/F (Schmidt, 1997; Dyck and Zingales, 2004 ) -
AIEHEE] > IR EEFTEN ERETE SR REMI - AERFHEEE > Fr%PER
AT Y - ISR AT ~ SRR AR A R (15 T e iy Mt N ERR R - 1 RE
WS TAERARE & P (i R R BaE EE - R SRR R s T B e e -

% R ERE HEEARY  EEEE S IR A4 A 175 - Fama

(1980) fi5it » AR AFSMETEE Z — (A BOEERESIRE TS — (B UM e B EIEE A
AR AT BRI O BB T DAGT AR A AR E 21T A - MR e
E NBRERR S EREA SNSRI TiERE —(EEE AT - IHEEE > Tl
anf THUR ~ AT ERR R R REE SRS K2l AT > & 7T5%LL EEIEA5E
EAEEE B ENE A A ANREAFE ARG REIEN B AR S (B8 A
HIEMRE A ANVERE) WEUS R Z SR E R - A e EST - BB—hHE » —HHET
RAEBAER G (FRFTEE TRREBE AN KHEEEM AR » EEFEE
AIEETR - BB ARRERIIN - ISk —TE B BRI ] PR R B e A BIEE A
REAGE AN TR FERLREE SR AR A O WAL S ST > R AE
AR R -

HE—RE B aFEHI AT T B AERATEZIE R - (1) HRtaB AL E Sk
ERMANFIE = EAHR  KAHINAN G AN TAEAFEL > EEHEEMIED
& O BRI AR S E AT o LIRSS T &% A ANVEERIR Y - &8 N2 BEERE
H 0 AT HIERESE RV TEEENLT - NITEEE T B LR NI E B A M T B
BENTT ~ IMTEEB I TARINZ - FiG > BESH A NAEIM ERENRE > o AGIEE
FUEIEENEE AERFA B 58200y (meaningful level ) » 30 BEA& R AR ELE] - (2)
BREGBAILE 30 & > SREFHE  BEE P - EFEH A\ ILERERE— R
st (knowledge pool ) » FBJEE » &R ARIIIA - RIJE Ris (BB E ARTHvAES - ¥

I GBI SRR T3 » R AR IR » CRRF SRR GRA SR (U - M A E

TEMTAE - SRS AR EEEER F SRR (22T - i
P 0 e o R Sy AR B T RE A (G R B B g B4 MBS P o Y A 2 2 (5 — SRR
IR ) > EEanfmfiE - FEROHE S B NR Z MR 2 fErse (B AERE) > by
AEHBBAAC 5 M AR R A 4 - 58— QR - R HIE AT SRS R T
AEER - WS R - AR GR SREURRE A HE A DI LS TR IE 2

M ERSHERGR IS S P E 2/ DERHL T LT MO GEE A N R 2 Y
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/8 o (1) BERRAE =5 N AE P D A =) B R B IEpE AN o
587 SR ) o | 2 e E R N b i1 ol AR /AN e e S Ay 1 [ | AL S S
B H @A E R G — R BT o &R Al 2« 18— kPR R R BB A 55 B = A B b
SEW AR AYEN - (2) PR by SB[ N e iR s e B 25 T I8 F AR R M b
JE  FLUERABE T ARG B AERIRGERS - (3) FTAMIBARIAC S/ RS MR EE B EE
EEMA . HINEZENRBAC S » BFE8 K MY ek S R ERAEIEEAC S - DA
1) S AP PRl N AR S B2 B - B O BB R e » VRS HHERER( H AR 34%)
fRIRA—HE RN E E L EHR BT Z B gt - FESRPANE > BOMEIRIVES
e RFERR 25 - (H 0 fregd M = B B R I R SR UE 2 FMT383R» B T G
SN A EEERAME DL . Famaand Jensen (1983 ) $Z2FAVEEE RS 2 4 » N EIEHEIMITE
BARRSAE S - TR T ERE R (IRESRHIMERYEE ) » WA ARy R
SRATREFE - BN - iETE R HIMENR A B Ry N = BB R B R s — 2 A6
HRFEAFNRERRE - HS5 122 EINIE SR BERBC S A HERITERE - SN
HHREAFERIE T EERYMT > RIS (WAETTH) fEANITIVER IR » H
BHIE A i AT A il A A RIS 2 H e EiE T M EE A EIMT Rt A RE
EE - NIt B BRI FE N E AR AR IR B E R 5 » PRaER SR 45

IEAh - BRI - AREEERE TEHE (KH) AEEANZEERTE - thal
S N\FHIFE th A RIREN R (deferred bonus) R E——ENFETABANEHE » 5
NEEHHETLENT > MR —ELBRIEE| DR S EIRES - B —Fiate T EE s T —
TENERERS (inside debt) » FEETH G RO A SIREREA » (REHAARITAE B B 3ER(E
TEANHIRZE - PP EREBHIAEERA (Edmans and Liu, 2011) -

&r bRl - RE R S EREA RE E T E B g AR T S B E R (HA R RAE
FE2 T HIEREE B AIHT T — 25 UM e ] - S aMESINMES S T AT K 2
S T HIBRAVRARL - MEIRESIE - W] DA RO R AR - B > s —
7 T 38 28 SR ARER Y 0 A R 7 o Fl S BT R E R - BV SRV AIBR BRI > 55—l
N — BB AT M A R IR A R A P 2250 & > DU S HEIU R R RAS - BTt
MESETER LR B —TE A ReRAVAEAR I -

(3) BB SRS - TR

ZIt > HRHE GRS RSN EE 2 SER A T - (1) FofrT R 25 ER R s Ry &
HEAZHPAHEMEN AR KR RTF E2EERT ? BEIZAEAF IR TH
M UM B EE OB B AR R HERNE S SR m R TR
BILRIGRAYUCHLD - (BT RIS EIRCARIFEIR - $Em T RSRAVRERAR - (EmA IR A EZE
88 o (2) Ryforislhl 2o iy B SR G R REAE AR - 0 H BRI 5] 5 263t BTN B B4 e B
TEEMA R HMATIE ? EAE ERHARETTIE PRIV i AR E - T
ME BT > BURSAHRN KRR E M A E TR - LHE B EAE AR
HIRA RO > DAS 52 R PR 5 BB AR AR & SR VAR S IE  iE e TR ST
MR R EAM I TER SRR A RCRA LR - (3) Ryfo]—LukgHHZ 400
FIA KBRS E S AR SRS 2 B MR R RS E G 2 MR E RN
SR ACGEENARRERAERAYUCHD - (RS SR E BRI ZE - HET A BRI ES
ARz LRI M > A B R — R A BRI A o i 2 g P S & SR L ey
TFRITH - BN AR ER RS EIE (FLRABi e 5 ) B H R IERE - (4)
Ryl L S PR A A58 A TP 2 B = g ~ PR AR AR R B < - S TR IR E 2
B AN R AR — 3y BRI E R BB AR R AR AUE & DURD
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A MERTERY 2N - MHEE MRS EVTIE R W SR g R AR SE R SR % SRR A
FfLL Masulis etal. (2009) F2EERY— (A FMEEIRAREEFIEREH » WATIEESE F - EHARAEKH
WoEER S Tk -

Z FrLAEEHL Masulis etal. (2009 ) » 2R Ay B2 T M B EIHV e g R AESS RS E g b 75 P i
KRERA ~ JETIR ~ FLEE - W AR TH— 05T - MF1383R - [EEEIPR e g i
RELEREAY A E] R JEEERERI B SR RE Ry i ( DALy EE H g ry i & ERE) R (1)
HEFFAENAEEEAEEEREIL  (2) CEO FrblEs ; (3) MG E g i gy
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HIEE TR A
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